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ñDubuqueôs Grave, Upper Mississippiò by George Catlin (1796-1872). Catlin completed this watercolor of Julien Dubuqueôs grave in 1837. This image 

shows the mouth of Catfish Creek and the bluff upon which Dubuqueôs grave is found. Numerous changes subsequent to 1837 include a railroad line 

built through the area in circa 1870, the construction of the Red Bridge in 1896, the construction of the Julien Dubuque Monu ment in 1897, and the 

gradual return of trees throughout the area once the mining operations ceased. Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C. 
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Photographs: Historic photographs were provided by the Center for Dubuque History, Loras College, Dubuque.  

Current photographs were taken by Joe Trnka in October of 2011.  

This document has been produced for the US Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District on behalf of the Canadian 

Pacific Railway as  recordation and documentation of the Red Bridge prior to its replacement. 
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Location map. Red Bridge crosses Catfish Creek immediately south of the City of Dubuque in Dubuque County, Iowa. 

US Geological Service, Dubuque South Topographic Quadrangle. Source: TerraServer.

Catfish Creek 

Red Bridge over Catfish Creek  
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Looking south at the Red Bridge from the bluff south of the Julien Dubuque 

Monument. This view is not readily accessible to the general public. 

Part I: The Red Bridge Today 
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Looking south at the Mississippi River from the Julien Dubuque Monument. 

The Red Bridge is not easily viewed from the publicly accessible portion of the 

monument due to the existing topography and trees.  
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Looking southeast along Catfish Creek towards the Red Bridge 

from the north bank of the creek.  
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Looking southeast at the Red Bridge from the north bank of Cat-

fish Creek. 
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Looking north at the southern end of the Red Bridge. The Julien Dubuque Mon-

ument, not visible in this photograph,  is on the bluff behind the bridge.  
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